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of a third Bank of the United States, were their immediate
projects. They had the majority in Congress; they had an
obedient President. There was nothing to stop them, and
there is no reason to suppose that South Carolina would
have accepted the triumph of Hamiltonianism in 1841 any
more than in 18 3 3 or in 18 60, But on April 4th, one month
after coming into office, Harrison died of pneumonia. The
Whigs were to have no such chance again, until the election
of Lincoln.

John Tyler, who had been made Vice-President for the
sake of the Virginian votes (and with the vague feeling that
because he opposed Jackson he must be a Whig), proved the
antithesis of the pliant Harrison. He was neither obedient
in temperament nor Hamiltonian in his political philosophy.
Only in a time of transition, when the party alignments
were not yet in keeping with the underlying truths of the
situation, could Tyler's real affiliation have been so mis-
understood. But finding himself in a thoroughly false
position^ he decided to act according to his own opinions,
and to endure the charge of being a traitor to the men who
had put him in office.

Tyler was born in 1790, in the same county of Virginia
where Harrison had been  born seventeen years earlier.
Tyler's father was a man of position and importance who
served as Governor of Virginia and as United States District
Judge.    The  boy was  educated  at William and  Mary
College, whence he graduated in 1807.    Two years later
he was admitted to the bar, and using law as a stepping-
stone to politics he was soon a member of the Virginia
House of Delegates, and of the Council of State.   In 1813,
lie married Miss Letitia Christian, the daughter of a Virginia
planter.   He took only an insignificant part in the War of
1812; but when the war was over Virginia sent him to
the House of Representatives in Washington.   During the
first two years of John Quincy Adams's Presidency Tyler
was Governor of Virginia; and in 1827 he was sent to the
United States Senate, to succeed Randolph of Roanoke.
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